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HAUNTING GROOVE

Hunting
ghosts and
history in
cemetery
By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer
For Yohrani Armas and
Shannon Walker, spirits exist.
They believe dead people can
contact the living.
They spend their free time at the
Old City Cemetery, located at 600
E. Jackson St., and at the Stillman
House on East Washington Street
looking for something out of the
ordinary.
They use an instrument, called
a dowsing rod, to pick up energy
that leads them to spirits who
want to interact with humans.
Armas and Walker were among
25 people who visit the Old City
Cemetery for the third annual
“Shades of History” walking
tour on Tuesday. The tours are
• See ‘Cemetery,’ Page 16

DIEGO LERMA/COLLEGIAN

Aziel Alcocer, a member of the Mathematics and Science Academy Student Council, performs during the “Monster Mash” contest Oct. 20 in the SET-B Lecture Hall. About 120
students attended the event sponsored by Student Life. The council won ﬁrst place and $200; Sigma Psi Delta Sorority, second place and $100; and Club Teatro Universitario, third
place and $50.

Profs and student propose postponing border fence construction
Reprinted from The
Collegian Online
MATTHEW LERMA/COLLEGIAN

Daisy Starck was the ﬁrst victim of a
trafﬁc accident in Brownsville, according
to Professor Emeritus of History Anthony
Knopp.

By Isis Lopez
Collegian Editor

Two UTB/TSC professors
and a student are asking the

Tollway opponents present petition, Page 3

Inter-American
Commission
on Human Rights to issue a
statement asking the federal
government to postpone building
the border fence because it may
violate human rights.
The professors and student
presented research on the border

fence’s socioeconomic disparities
to the commission in a forum held
Wednesday in Washington, D.C.
“It went great, actually,”
Chemistry and Environmental
Sciences Associate Professor
Jeff Wilson said about the
forum in a telephone interview

Festival de Otoño, Páginas 10-11

Wednesday with The Collegian.
“The commissioners asked the
federal government a lot of
tough questions that they weren’t
prepared to answer—willing to
answer—at this point.”
• See ‘Fence,’ Page 6
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Deadline to withdraw
with a ‘W’

The Office of the Registrar
reminds students that the deadline to
withdraw with a “W” is today. For
more information, call 882-8254.

Student Success
workshop

A combined workshop titled
“Time Management/Test Anxiety/
Study Skills” will be presented
by Academic Counselor Robert
Phaneuf from 6 to 7 p.m. today
in Cardenas Hall North 104. The
workshops are sponsored by the
Student Success Center. For more
information, call 882-8292.

Volleyball League
sign-up

Registration for the Volleyball
League starts today and runs
through Nov. 5. A captain’s meeting
is scheduled at 5:30 p.m. Nov. 5 in
the Student Union’s Salon Jacaranda.
For more information or to sign up,
visit www.campusrecreation.utb.edu
or call 982-0172.

Writers’ Workshops

The Sabal Palms Writing Project
will present a workshop titled
“Journaling” from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday and a workshop titled
“Narrative Craft” from 5:30 to
6:30 p.m. Thursday in Cardenas Hall
South 117. Both workshops are open
to the campus community. For more
information, call the Sabal Palms
Writing Project office at 882-7717.

Scorpion Pre-Pharmacy
Association

The Scorpion Pre-Pharmacy
Association meets at 5 p.m. every
other Wednesday in the Student
Union’s Salon Bougainvillea. The
club will meet this Wednesday, and
interested students are welcome to
attend. For more information, send
an e-mail to scorpion_prepharmacy_
association@yahoo.com

Door decorating contest

Veterans Upward Bound will host
the Veterans Day Door Decorating
Contest. The deadline to enter is
Thursday. The judging is based on
originality, creativity and patriotism
and takes place Nov. 5. The winners
will be announced at noon Nov. 10
on the Cardenas Hall South Lawn.
For more information, call Brenda
Gutierrez at 882-7127.

Ghost Hunt

A Ghost Hunt tour will begin at
8:30 p.m. Thursday in the Arnulfo
L. Oliveira Memorial Library.
Admission is $7 and includes a copy
of “The Ghosts of Fort Brown:
An Informal Study of Brownsville
Folklore and Parapsychology.” For
more information, call 882-7410.

TSC board meeting

The Texas Southmost College
board of trustees will meet at 5:30
p.m. Thursday in the Gorgas Hall
boardroom. For more information,
call 882-3879.

Master Chorale in Italy

Join UTB/TSC’s Master Chorale
March 15 through 22 on its tour of
the Italian cities of Assisi, Florence,
Montecatini, Tuscany, Rome, Orvieto
and Vatican City. Travel costs for
the trip are $3,887.99 for single
occupancy and $3,233.99 for double
occupancy. The first payment of
$646.80 is due Friday for a doubleoccupancy reservation. For more
information, call Program Director
for Alumni Relations Veronica
Garcia at 882-4327 or send her an email at veronica.m.garcia@utb.edu.

Latino Leadership
Summit

UTB/TSC’s Student Affairs
Division is searching for 10 students
to represent it at the sixth annual
Latino Leadership Summit on
Nov. 14 and 15 in Austin. Interested
students must submit an application,
an unofficial transcript, a letter of
recommendation from a UTB/TSC
staff or faculty member, résumé
and a statement of intent letter by
3 p.m. Friday to Sergio Martinez
in Lightner 107. All trip expenses,
including meals, transportation,
lodging and registration fees, will be
paid for the students who are selected.
For more information, send an e-mail
to sergio.martinez3@utb.edu.

Alumni brisket
fund-raiser

The
UTB/TSC
Alumni
Association will sponsor a Brisket
Plate sale from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Nov.
8 in the Jacob Brown Auditorium
patio area. The brisket plate is $5 and
includes rice, charro beans, bread,
jalapeño, onions and pickles. All
proceeds will support the Alumni
Association Scholarship Endowment.
For tickets, call association president
Olga R. Garcia at 882-7015.

Kickball

Campus Recreation is sponsoring
kickball from 3 to 5 p.m. every Friday
through Nov. 21 on the Cardenas Hall
South Lawn. For more information,
visit www.campusrecreation.utb.edu
or call 982-0172.

Patron of the Arts

The Bravo Opera Gala will
perform highlights from “Hansel
and Gretel” and “Carmen” at 8
p.m. Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday in
the SET-B Lecture Hall. Admission is
$10 for adults, $7 for senior citizens
and children and $3 for UTB/TSC
students with a valid ID. For more
information, call 882-7025.
Three Student Recitals are
scheduled at 1, 2, and 3 p.m. Nov. 7
in the SET-B Lecture Hall. Admission
is free. For more information, call
882-7025.
Clarinetist Jonathan Guist will
perform at 8 p.m. Nov. 8 in the
SET-B Lecture Hall. Admission is
$7 for adults, $5 for senior citizens
and children and $3 for UTB/TSC
students with a valid ID. For more
information, call 882-7025.

Job Fair

The
Campus
Recreation
Department will host a Job Fair
for UTB/TSC students from noon to
12:50 p.m., 1-1:50 and 2-2:50 p.m.
Nov. 4 and from 4 to 4:50, 5-5:50
and 6-6:50 p.m. Nov. 5 in the Student
Union’s Gran Salon. Students must
have a 2.5 grade-point average or
higher, submit a cover letter, résumé
and a UTB/TSC staff application.
For more information, call 982-0172
or send an e-mail to campusrec@utb.
edu.

Art exhibition

An exhibit titled “Self-Portrait:
Inner Voices” runs through Nov.15
in the Rusteberg Art Gallery. The
show features the work of Sam
Coronado, Carlos G. Gómez,
Daniel López, Jesús de la Rosa,
Chris Leonard, Jack Lewis, Cesar
Martínez, Toni Hudson, Noel
Palmenez, Sandesh Kadur, Nancy
Sclight, Bret Lefler, Richard Smith
and Paúl Valdez Admission is $1.
For more information, call 882-7097
or send an e-mail to gallery@utb.
edu.

Hispanic voting lecture

Mark Lopez, associate director of
the Pew Hispanic Research Center,
will present a lecture on Hispanic
voting patterns at 2 p.m. Nov. 12 in
Eidman Lecture Hall I. Admission is
free.

Research volunteers
needed

The
UTB/TSC
Biological
Sciences Department is seeking
volunteers to participate in a research
study that proposes to investigate
genetic factors that are important
in maintaining body weight, blood
pressure and metabolism, and that
will significantly contribute to the
advancement of therapies in the area
of diabetes and obesity. The study
is being conducted by Assistant
Professor Saraswathy Nair and
Associate Professor Gerson Peltz.
For more information, call Gaby
Zavala, Ixiu Ortiz or Karina
Sanchez at 882- 5037.

SGA meetings

The
Student
Government
Association meets at 5 p.m. each
Tuesday in the Student Union’s
Salon Gardenia. Students may offer
suggestions, comments or concerns
about UTB/TSC during the “Let
Your Voice Be Heard” portion of
the meeting. For more information,
send an e-mail to SGA President
Jorge Alanis at jorge.alanis10@
utb.edu or SGA Vice President of
Administration Joel Alaffa at joel.
alaffa2@utb.edu.

Gorgas Science Society

The Gorgas Science Society, the
“Club of Science and Adventure,”
meets at 1 p.m. each Friday in
Life and Health Sciences Building
1.314. New members are always
welcome. For more information,
send an e-mail to gorgas.sci.soc@
gmail.com.

C.A.B. meetings

The Campus Activities Board
welcomes new members to its
meetings at 3 p.m. each Tuesday
in the Student Union’s Salon
Bougainvillea. For more information,
call the Office of Student Life at
882-5111.

Toastmasters meeting

The Toastmasters meet from 6
to 7:30 p.m. every first and third
Friday of the month in Education
and Business Complex 1.502. For
more information, send an e-mail to
j.robertsalazar@gmail.com.

Circle K meetings

The Circle K International
community service organization
meets from 6 to 7 p.m. every first
and third Thursday of the month in
Education and Business Complex
2.112. For more information, send
an e-mail to organization president
Louis Dartez at louis.dartez36@utb.
edu or to adviser Margaret Annen at
margaret.annen@utb.edu.

MMA practice

The Scorpion Mixed Martial
Arts Club invites students to work
out and train in mixed martial arts.
Weekly practice for beginners is from
6 to 7 p.m. Thursday and Friday and
from noon to 1 p.m. Saturday. For
advanced students, the practice is
from 7 to 8 p.m. Thursday and Friday
and from 1 to 3 p.m. Saturday. For
more information, visit www.mma.
utb.edu.

Buddy-up

Buddy-up is an incentive program
promoting group fitness. Attend
seven group fitness classes and bring
a friend each time to receive a water
bottle. Classes are held in the Fitness
Center in the Village at Fort Brown.
For more information, call Campus
Recreation at 982-0172.

Learning Enrichment
services

The
Learning
Enrichment
Department’s Writing Lab gives
support with writing assignments,
research papers, online database
research and Blackboard assistance.
All services are free for current
UTB/TSC students. Operating hours
are from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday
through Thursday and from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. Friday in Cardenas Hall North
120.

Mass celebration

The Catholic Campus Ministry
will celebrate Mass at 12:20 p.m.
Tuesday in the Student Union’s
Salon Bougainvillea. A luncheon will
follow the Mass at 1 p.m.
--Compiled by Paola Ibarra
If you would like your organization
or department news published in the
Collegian’s Briefs section, call Paola
Ibarra at 882-5143 or send her an email at collegian@utb.edu.
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Tollway opponents present petition
By Julianna Sosa
Staff Writer
Two Brownville residents
expressed
their
opposition
to the proposed West Loop
project Tuesday during a City
Commission workshop.
UTB/TSC
engineering
Associate Professor William
Berg showed photos of where the
communities would be affected
by the construction of the
proposed toll road. Berg argued
that when U.S. Highway 77
was built, neighborhoods were
pushed back because of the noise,
and he fears the same thing will
happen to neighborhoods in West
Brownsville.
“We are told no one will be
forced to sell, the CCRMA says
that,” Berg said, referring to
the Cameron County Regional
Mobility Authority. “No one will
be forced to sell, except by the
noise of living here. … We are
happy the railroad is moving, but
we do not want it replaced with a

highway and its 24/7 noise.”
The crowd, which included
about 50 opponents of the tollway,
applauded when Berg suggested
alternatives such as bike paths, a
light rail and parks.
The proposed
West Loop
project is a byproduct of the
West Rail relocation project. The
West Rail track will be relocated,
leaving an 8-mile-long, 100-footwide stretch of track that runs from
the B&M Bridge to the 77 Flea
Market. The Cameron County
Regional Mobility Authority has
proposed to build a tolled fourlane controlled-access roadway
where the existing right-of-way
lies to increase economic growth
and relieve trafﬁc congestion.
Hilda Ledesma, a West
Brownsville resident, said the toll
road would have a negative effect
on the area.
“We would be trapped between
two walls,” Ledesma said in
Spanish, “the federal border wall
that the government is going
to construct and the toll road,

ELIZABETH A. PEREZ/COLLEGIAN

William Berg, an associate professor in the Engineering Department, presents alternative ideas for the use of the West Rail track during
the Brownsville City Commission workshop Tuesday in City Hall.

because we know it’s going to be
a road with very tall walls.”
Berg handed city ofﬁcials a box
full of petitions with signatures of
more than 4,000 people opposed
to the tollway.
“We would like the city to

take possession of the right-ofway of the current Union Paciﬁc
Railroad line in the West Loop,”
Berg said in an interview with The
Collegian after the presentation.
“We are thrilled. I think that we
have gotten such support. What

we have as the city commission
noted, as commissioner [Carlos]
Cisneros noted, and [Edward]
Camarillo noted and Leo Garza
• See ‘Tollway,’ Page 16

Legislative Appropriations Request

$63 million sought for Student Success Center
By Isis Lopez
Collegian Editor

The university is seeking $63
million, its largest tuition revenue
bond request, as part of its initial
Legislative
Appropriations
Request for the ﬁscal years 2010
and 2011.
The proposed Student Success
Center would house Admissions,
Records Management, Testing
Ofﬁce, Financial Assistance,
Academic Advising, New Student
Relations, Data Management,
the Business Ofﬁce and Student

Affairs.
“Our concept is that we will
bring … the service sector portion
of our campus into one location
so that students will be served in
a more efﬁcient, effective and a
more timely manner,” said Linda
Fossen, associate vice president
for Enrollment Management.
Fossen said the center will
also help staff communicate
effectively with each other.
Antonio
Zavaleta,
vice
president for External Affairs,
said the center will consolidate

all of the services.
“We are committed to the belief
that we will enhance student
services and, therefore, student
success and that’s the most
important thing,” Zavaleta said.
Fossen said the new building
would create a nice environment.
“It also will be a very attractive,
inviting, pleasant, warm place for
both students and their families
and staff to come and visit,”
she said. “That’s important
because it’s a ﬁrst impression;
when students and their families

Call about our EDUCATOR and STUDENT discounts!

At home or in-office
appointments available
3461 Carmen Ave., Ste. 1
Rancho Viejo, TX 78575

(956) 350-0012

srosales@farmersagent.com

Susan K. Rosales

come and visit, they are highly
inﬂuenced by what they see
ﬁrst. In our case, right now, [it]
is Tandy [Hall], and Tandy is
not one of [the] new, modern,
efﬁcient, effective buildings.”
Zavaleta said Tandy Hall
was not meant to have student
services.
“I went to school in the Tandy
building,” he said. “If you ask
our staff over there … they’re all
working in very crowded quarters.
The building is marginalized;
basically, it’s just limping along.

…
“It’s an old ’50s and ’60s
classroom building which has
been converted and reconverted
and reconverted. It is time, ﬁnally,
to put it to rest and to build on our
campus a new facility for student
success.”
Zavaleta said the university
had already been thinking about
constructing a Student Success
Center.
• See ‘Center,’ Page 16
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What
are your
plans for
Halloween?
“Well, what
I do every
Halloween:
party
with my
friends,
go to a
club or just
hang out with
relatives.”
Pedro Hernandez
Sophomore business major
“Tengo
pensado
ir a
Monterrey
con unos
amigos.”
Carlos de
la Garza
Estudiante de negocios de
primer año
“This
Halloween
I’m
probably
going to
wing it.
More than
likely I’m
going to be partying a lot.”
Caryn Leal
Sophomore diagnostic
medical sonography major
“I’m probably
just going
to dress up
and go out
with my
friends.”
Claudia
Reyes
Freshman
--Compiled by Christine
Cavazos
--Photos by Michael Peña

Bad economy is good for resolve
By Jeneé Osterheldt
McClatchy Newspapers
(MCT)
I remember just a year or two ago when it felt like
newspapers were the only industry facing financial
catastrophe.
Papers were being sold, budgets were being cut, and
then there were the layoffs and voluntary leaves.
I couldn’t believe it. I’m in my 20s, and my college
years aren’t that far behind me. Yet there I was, looking
at a buyout offer.
It’s a scary experience. And few of my peers
understood what I was going through. Why would
they? We’re all under 30. This is the kind of stuff we
read about in history class or heard our parents talk
about. We’d never lived through a period of our own
economic upheaval.
Then Wall Street took a nosedive, and all of my
friends started plugging in. We have 401(k) plans, some
of them dabble in the stock market, and a few have their
own businesses. It isn’t just newspapers facing hard
times. Everyone is.
A coming recession? What is that all about?
“I’ve honestly never even thought about it,” says
my friend Chic James, 28, an Atlanta graphic designer.
“We had been so involved with what was going on
overseas with the war that I don’t think anyone even
knew what was going on with the state of our economy
until recently.
“It all happened so fast that it seems like it came out
of nowhere. The gas prices should’ve told us something,
but how were we to know that that was our warning?”
Corporate giants everywhere--eBay, Pepsi, American
Airlines--are feeling the economic crunch, and hardworking Americans are losing their jobs.

Now I have friends in Atlanta, Los Angeles and right
here in Kansas City who are unemployed. And despite
what some may think, being younger doesn’t always
make it easier.
Chic unexpectedly lost her job only weeks ago. She
has a college degree, five years of experience, and she
has faith that it will help her get another job, but the
experience has been distressing.
“The thing that really can discourage a person is
this modern-day way of applying to positions that you
feel you’re qualified for,” she says. “It’s overwhelming
to apply to hundreds of jobs online and not get one
callback.”
Van Sneed, an illustrator, says what bothers him
most about being laid off is that he didn’t do anything
wrong.
“I didn’t do anything to cause the economic woes,
yet I am the one being punished,” he says of losing his
job. “I went to school, I graduated, and I did what I was
supposed to do. But none of that matters right now. It’s
not helping me put food on the table.”
Despite the economy, Van still believes everything
will work out. People just have to stay focused, he
says.
“I’m not losing sight of the visions and goals I have
for my life, I still plan to one day wake up and do what
I love to do every day--make art.
“I am more motivated now than I was before,” says
Van, 25. “I am going to pursue my dreams like there is
no tomorrow.”
It seems the looming recession isn’t just teaching us
to cut back. It’s teaching us to push forward in the face
of adversity.
Jeneé Osterheldt is a columnist for the Kansas City
Star.

Letter to the
editor
[On Oct. 16,] I had to find the new
location for the Dean of Students
Office in order to inquire [about]
some things. I stumbled around some
office and asked for directions.
Something that caught my attention
was a surprise birthday party being
held in this building, and they tried to
give me quick directions and get rid
of me. I disagree with such parties on
the clock because students pay those
people to be on the clock working. I
love birthday parties, but after work!
I find [this] in a way [is] cheating
on our tuition. Besides, people in
general should be provided a course
on customer service. It would be
the best thing ever at UTB/TSC.
Imagine a secretary approaching you
and saying, “Good morning, how can
I help you today?” Wouldn’t it be
awesome?
I also do not know their lunch
hours, so that I can reach those
offices when they are available. All
offices do not display such thing[s].
I find few UTB/TSC employees who
are very polite, kind and willing to
help.
[The] next time I encounter one
of those [rude] employees, I will
make sure to give the Yellow Pages a
look for some etiquette classes. They
deserve those classes because we
are customers in a sense. In times of
financial crisis, customer service is a
plus, even at UTB/TSC.
Claudia Robinson
Freshman

Letters to the editor policy
Letters must include the name, classification and phone number
of the author or the letter cannot be published. Opinions expressed
in The Collegian are those of writers and do not necessarily reflect

the views of The Collegian or UTB/TSC administrators. The editor
reserves the right to edit the letters. Letters for The Collegian can be
sent to collegian@utb.edu.
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Economic policy dominates both campaigns
By Christi Parsons
Chicago Tribune
(MCT)
INDIANAPOLIS--Democrat
Barack Obama on Thursday
accused his Republican rival of
putting corporations ahead of
workers by offering tax cuts even
to companies that move jobs
overseas.
John McCain charged that
Obama is the one endangering
American jobs with a tax plan the
Republican candidate says would
hinder economic expansion with
its disregard for small-business
owners.
It was a classic distillation of

the arguments dominating the
presidential campaign as it nears
its final week. Amid fresh news
of a free-falling Dow and lost
American jobs, the candidates
talked first, last and heavily about
the economy--and about almost
everything else as it relates to
that.
Opinion polls suggest the
economic war of words on the
topic is favoring Obama. He
appears to be opening up or
widening a lead over McCain in
several battleground states where
the election will be decided.
But McCain is hitting back
hard. He likens the Democrat’s
proposals to “welfare” and

“wealth redistribution,” phrases
that inspire the outrage of
supporters at McCain campaign
events and commentators on the
airwaves.
On Thursday, McCain spent
the day fighting for votes in
Florida, visiting a string of local
businesses to promote his tax
plan.
Obama tried to turn the argument
back on McCain, pointing out
teachers, nurses, factory workers
and union members in a crowd of
35,000 who filled the streets of
downtown Indianapolis to hear
him speak.
“That’s whose president I want
to be,” Obama said.

McCain’s tax plan won’t help
those workers, he argued.
“Sen. McCain strongly defended
the Bush policy of lavishing tax
cuts on corporations that ship
American jobs overseas,” Obama
said. “He made kind of a strange
argument that the best way to stop
companies from shipping jobs
overseas is to give more tax cuts
to companies that are shipping
jobs overseas. More tax cuts for
job outsourcers. That’s what Sen.
McCain proposed as his answer
to outsourcing.”
After finishing his rally in
Indiana, Obama boarded a plane
for Honolulu. He was to take
Friday off from the campaign

trail to visit with his grandmother,
who is in poor health. Madelyn
Dunham, who turned 86 on
Sunday, played a key role in
raising her grandson along with
her daughter, Obama’s mother.
Obama’s wife, Michelle, and
other surrogates will fill in for
him at campaign events until his
return to the trail on Saturday in
Nevada.
In an interview with CBS,
Obama recalled how he didn’t
get to spend his mother’s final
hours with her before she died of
cancer in 1995. He said he wants
to make sure “that I don’t make
the same mistake twice.”

Kansas City Star/MCT

Republican presidential candidate Sen. John McCain greets supporters at a campaign rally in Belton, Mo.,Oct. 20.

Sun Sentinel/MCT

Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Barack Obama shakes hands with supporters following his speech at Bicentennial Park on Tuesday in Miami.
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Students say disability no barrier to success
By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer

Latasha Dupar is a freshman
psychology major who was
born partially deaf. Now, she
is struggling with reading and
understanding vocabulary.
Dupar is one of 330 students
who have registered with UTB/
TSC’s Office of Disability
Services.
Her story and the stories of
three students other were shared
Thursday during the panel
discussion “In Our Shoes,” which
was part of the UTB/TSC’s
observance of Accessibility
Awareness Week.
Dupar started speaking at age 3,
but it wasn’t until she was 9 years
old that she learned American
Sign Language.
“Most people learn how to read
by sound, but for deaf people it’s
difficult because they use sign
language as their first language
and English is like their second
language,” she explained in sign
language.
Dupar says she is not

Matthew Lerma/Collegian

Sophomore psychology major Latasha Dupar signs about her academic struggles during
the “In Our Shoes” panel discussion Thursday in the Student Union’s Salon Gardenia.
Also shown is sophomore biology major Alfredo Cedillo.

discouraged by her disability but
is empowered by it. It makes her
try harder.
“I have a 3.0 GPA and I’m
really proud of myself,” she said.
Like Dupar, David Juarez, a
junior history major, also has a
disability.

Juarez was born with cerebral
palsy, a disease that affects the
brain and impairs mobility. He
uses a wheelchair.
He says that independence is
important to him.
“I live alone, I have my own
apartment,” Juarez said. “I do

have someone that comes over in
the morning that helps me out, but
for the most part it’s just me.”
He uses Brownsville public
transportation to come to school,
but says there are still some
disadvantages.
“The only problem is that when
a class is only offered at night, I
have to find other ways because
the bus doesn’t run very late,”
Juarez said.
Other students, such as Alfredo
Cedillo, a sophomore biology
major, do not have visible
disabilities.
Cedillo
has
obsessive
compulsive disorder, which
affects his learning ability.
He has to work harder than
other people to be at the same
academic level.
“That doesn’t matter because
I know that you have to study,”
Cedillo said. “I usually stay up
two or three more hours doing
homework.”
He says he is easily distracted
and tends to have anxiety,
especially when under pressure
during midterms or final exams.

However, his disability has
helped him achieve better grades
in school.
Psychology major Christina
Rangel is considered legally blind
because she has Nystagmus, a
disease that does not let her
control her eye movement.
“Growing up has been a
challenge,” Rangel said. “I can’t
see print, I can see that there’s
figures around, but I am not able
to see clearly. And if there’s any
signs near, I won’t be able to see
that either.”
Rangel uses contacts, thick
glasses, a telescope and a closedcircuit television system, which
magnifies small print from books
and allows her to read.
These students agree that they
are working the best they can
to succeed academically and in
life. They are grateful for the
support of family, friends and the
disability services offered by the
university.
“I want to tell faculty and staff
to have patience with us, we are
struggling,” Dupar said.

Fence

Continued from Page 1

Wilson, Associate Professor Jude Benavides, also of the
Chemistry and Environmental Sciences Department, and
senior environmental sciences major Joe Lemen presented
their analysis to the commission and representatives of the
U.S. Department of Homeland Security.
“What we asked at the end of the hearing is for the
commission to come out with a statement basically saying
that it appeared that the wall could have implications for
human rights and we asked that they ask the government
to basically stop the constructional progress on it until they
had remedied some of these questions around whether it
was rights violations,” Wilson said.
The commission has not made a decision on whether it
will release a statement on the border fence, said Wilson,
who is the lead author on the UTB/TSC report.
The deadline for completing construction of the 670mile-long proposed fence is Dec. 31, according to the
Homeland Security Web site.
Wilson said that according to their research from census
reports, the planned location of the fence is going to
disproportionally affect marginalized groups.
“We’ve mapped the locations where the wall is going to
be at and then the gaps,” he said. “In those gaps in the wall,
looking at census data, are lower percentage Hispanic.
The gaps are higher education, the gaps are higher income
and the gaps are lower percentage Spanish-speaking. So,
basically, they’re putting the wall through areas that are
poor, undereducated, Spanish-speaking immigrant areas.”
Wilson cited an example of the marginalization.
“They’re planning to put the wall right up to the edge
of the River Bend Resort, and there is no wall through
the country club, and then just [on] the other side of the
country club, the wall starts again,” he said. “So, that’s
one example of what our data shows for all of Cameron

Courtesy Photo

The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights conducts a forum Wednesday, where two UTB/TSC professors and a student requested that the
commission ask the federal government to postpone building the border fence because it may violate human rights.

County because, obviously, the country club is going to be
less Hispanic, more educated, higher income, etc.”
Wilson said this could be the case throughout the
proposed locations of the border fence.
“‘If the border fence was intended to guard against
terrorists, why would the terrorists be more afraid of
somebody wielding a golf club on a golf course?’” he
quoted one of the commissioners as saying during the
forum. “They had a lot of … more serious questions about
the aspect on community needs and the environment.”
Wilson said the forum was granted last month, but the
research began six months ago.
“We’re not trying to show intent through this research,”
he said. “What we’re asking at the end of our proposal
is that they halt construction on the wall until they fully
investigate these disparities along the whole essence of the
wall—this is just Cameron County.”
Lemen said that, initially, he was working on a report on

the impact the wall would place on the environment, but
the focus of his research later changed.
“The setup for it was quite time consuming, manually
creating digital files of the wall and the river and also the
separation between the wall areas and the non-wall areas,”
said Lemen, who conducted the research along with
fellow student Anthony Reisinger. Reisinger graduated
from UTB/TSC last summer with a bachelor’s degree in
environmental sciences.
Lemen said that going to Washington to present his
analysis is “very empowering.”
“I feel like I have a voice and I have something to say
and that people are going to listen,” he said.
The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights is an
autonomous organ of the Organization of American States,
according to its Web site. Its primary function is to promote
the observance and the defense of human rights.
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SGA promotes Barrera to VP
of accounting and finance

Matthew Lerma/Collegian

Sarai Barrera has been appointed the Student Government Association’s new vice
president of accounting and finance.

By Leslie Olivares
Staff Writer
School of Business Senator
Sarai Barrera has resigned
her position to be appointed
vice president of accounting
and finance for the Student
Government Association.
“I am recommending her [for]
this position for [the] tremendous
leadership she showed as a senator

… as well as her willingness
to work with [fellow] senators
[by] assisting them in being
successful,” SGA President Jorge
Alanis said during last Tuesday’s
meeting before the senate
approved her appointment.
Freshman Senator Jorge Muñoz
reported on the Satisfactory
Academic Progress policy and
Quality
Enhancement
Plan
forums held on Tuesday.

“There was a little under
30 people,” Muñoz said about
the forums sponsored by the
SGA. “Everybody that got the
information was pleased.”
He also announced that the
deadline to withdraw with a “W”
is today.
Graduate Senator Joe Lee
Rubio informed the senate of the
Brownsville Farmers’ Market,
located on Harrison and Sixth
streets, which begins Nov. 1 and
will continue every Saturday
from 8 a.m. to noon.
Entertainment
is
being
sought for the market. For more
information, contact Rubio at
346-9177 or send him an e-mail
at joeleerubio@hotmail.com.
Absent from the meeting were
College of Applied Technology
and General Studies Senator
Nicole Noyola and Senators
at Large Jason Rios and Lina
Zamora.
The Student Government
Association will meet at 5 p.m.
Tuesday in the Student Union’s
Salon Gardenia.

Rebekah S. Gomez/Collegian

Gone, but not forgotten
The Border History and Cultural Club has put together an “Altar de Muertos” in
Cardenas Hall South 301 to honor friends and loved ones who have died. The
campus community is invited to contribute an item to the altar until Oct. 31, said
Angie Morales, a senior history major and president of the organization.

Diamond shares life experiences with students
By Julianna Sosa
Staff Writer
“I can recall from my own experience that my high school
years for me were the most confusing, difficult times in my
life,” Pulitzer-Prize winning author Jared Diamond said.
“From about the time I was 13 until I was 62.”
The author of “Guns, Germs and Steel: The Fates of
Human Societies” shared laughs and life experiences with
more than 1,500 students from UTB/TSC and Rio Grande
Valley high schools during a lecture Oct. 17 in the Jacob
Brown Auditorium.
Diamond, who is a professor of geology at the University
of California-Los Angeles, was the guest speaker for 10th
annual Distinguished Lecture Series. He also spoke to a
standing-room-only crowd the night before in the SET-B
Lecture Hall.
He was expected to speak about his best-selling book
about globalization and why societies succeed or fail, but
instead chose to talk to students on a more personal level.
“Before I came here, I was asked to judge student
essays,” Diamond said. “Many of your essays were selfrevealed essays, autobiographical essays. … So I know a
good deal about many of you more than any of you know
personally about me. … What I’ll instead do is talk about
my own life experiences from the time before I was your
age, through the time I was your age, until I end up to the
career I have now.”
The son of a physician, Diamond said he always knew
what he wanted to be when he grew up.
“When I was growing up, people would routinely ask me
what I’m sure they ask you now, ‘What do you want to be

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian

Jared Diamond, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of “Guns, Germs, and
Steel: The Fates of Human Societies,” responds to questions from
the audience after his lecture to students Oct. 17 in the Jacob Brown
Auditorium. Diamond was the speaker for UTB/TSC’s 10th annual
Distinguished Lecture Series.

when you grow up?’’ he said. “And for me it was natural,
when I grow up I want to be a doctor like my father.”
Diamond spoke about the choices he made in life that
for him were difficult, challenging, painful and sometimes
tremendously exciting.
“I was on a pre-med course and took science courses,
biochemistry, etc.,” he said. “Until finally, and here is an
example of how life is not a straight line, in my senior year,
in fact, in April of my senior year, after I applied to medical
school, I finally got to confront the question, ‘Do I really
want to be a doctor for the rest of my life?’ and I concluded,
no. … So as a result, I changed course. Instead of going to
medical school, I went off to Europe, where I lived for four
years, got a Ph.D. in laboratory biology [and] laboratory
physiology.
“Surely my life was not a straight line, and I’m sure your
lives are not going to be straight lines either. When you’re
13, you don’t have a lot of life experiences but you’re
moving into an adult world and there are adult expectations
that are beginning to be placed on you without you having
the adult experience and competence to deal with it. So
for me, it was a difficult, often painful, time in my life.
I’ve seen my sons come through it, and I know. … But it’s
also sometimes an exhilarating time for them as it was for
me.”
Diamond took questions from the audience after his
lecture and the 13 essay-winners went on stage and got to
take pictures with him.
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Rep. Ortiz meets with students
By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer

UTB/TSC students got the
chance to meet U.S. Rep.
Solomon Ortiz (D-Texas) and ask
him about the war on terror and
financial aid.
About 15 students showed up
to the “meet and greet” event on
Oct. 13 in the Student Union’s
Scorpion Café.
Ortiz represents Texas’ 27th
District and is seeking election
to a 14th term on Nov. 4. He is
being challenged by Republican
Willie Vaden of Ingleside and
Libertarian Robert Powell of
Corpus Christi.
The congressman mentioned
the importance of the recent $700
billion bailout of the financial
industry and how the crisis was
affecting the nation. He voted
against the first version of the bill
on Sept. 29.
“We decided to do the bailout,”
Ortiz said. “They wanted to give
all the money to Wall Street
and bail out some of the big
corporations that were investing
money and that they lost. And

then they said, ‘we are going to
vote,’ and I voted no. I voted no
because I saw more of a Wall
Street bill than a Main Street
bill.”
He explained how the bill was
revised, and now President Bush
is allowed to spend $350 billion
on the financial rescue.
“Those other $350 billion, we
have to tell Congress to decide
how the money is going to be
spent,” Ortiz said.
He suggested solutions for
putting the economy back in
place, including creating jobs.
“We need to use the money
to fix the seaport, we need to
fix the university, we need to fix
our streets, there’s a lot of things
we can do at the local level, my
friends,” Ortiz said.
He also noted the cost of the
war in Iraq and Afghanistan and
criticized the administration’s
handling of the military conflicts.
“We spend $13 billion a month:
we spend $10 billion in Iraq and
about $3 billion in Afghanistan,”
Ortiz said. “The decision that this
administration has made has been
very, very wrong. I think this is

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian

U.S. Rep. Solomon Ortiz (D-Texas) addresses students on Oct.13 in the Student Union’s Scorpion Café.

why it’s so important that you
vote.”
Students in the audience were
worried about what Congress will
do about the war on terror.
“There’s a move now, that,
hopefully, in the next few
months, it will reduce the number
of troops, but they have to do it
in a very reasonable way,” Ortiz
said.
He was also asked about

Professors, Students, Staff!
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•Flexible month-to-month agreement
•All utilities paid (cable, water, electricity)
•Near the UTB main campus, 8 min. walk
•Security Surveillance
•Furnished, large rooms, full-size beds
•Micro-fridge, microwave, pool
•Restaurants Nearby
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•Laundry Area
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Call 956-546-0381
www.uisroom.com
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Breakfast
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financial
aid
for
college
students and funding for public
universities.
“Don’t forget there’s $350
billion,” Ortiz said. “We need to
[use] the money from the bottom
up.”
Others in the audience asked
about benefits for veterans.
In January 2007, Ortiz
introduced H.R. 538, which
calls for creating a hospital

to meet the needs for South
Texas veterans. The bill has 15
sponsors, according to a fact
sheet distributed at the event.
Ortiz, an Army veteran, was
first elected a constable in Nueces
County and served for 17 years. He
then ran successfully for Nueces
County commissioner and served
until 1976, when he was elected
Nueces County sheriff. He was
elected to Congress in 1982.
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‘Inner Voices’

375 Media Luna Rd.
Brownsville, TX 78521

Rebekah S. Gomez/Collegian

Art Professor Nancy Sclight (left) and Patron of the Arts member Claudia Hartman discuss Noel Palmenez’s
mixed media, “The Well Spring,” during the opening reception for the “Self-Portrait: Inner Voices” art exhibit held
Tuesday in the Rusteberg Art Gallery. The work of 14 artists, including Sclight, are on exhibit through Nov. 15.

86 years young

PHONE: 546-1605 FAX: 546-1607
EMAIL: tbbtld@rgv.rr.com

Rebekah S. Gomez/Collegian

The Rev. Armand
Mathew (left) cuts
into his birthday
cake Tuesday during
a celebration in
the Free Speech
area. Mathew,
who is in charge of
community relations
and voting/civic
responsibilities for
the Center for Civic
Engagement, turned
86. Shown with
Mathew is Senior
Telecommunications
Operations Installer
Olga Garcia, who
helped organize
the event. About
50 people attended
the voting-themed
celebration, which
included a piñata and
a dance by members
of Grupo Folklórico
Tizatlán.

1025 Wildrose Ln.
Brownsville, TX 78520

PHONE: 542-1941 FAX: 542-8104
EMAIL: lcbtltd@rgv.rr.com
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Estudiante
de hoy

Diego Lerma/Collegian

Nombre: Ariana Barbosa
Edad: 20 años
Ciudad natal: San Benito
Promedio: 3.1
Especialidad: Enfermería
Clasificación: Estudiante de
segundo año
Pasatiempos: “Estudiar y
comer”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas a
futuro? “Sacar una maestría
en enfermería”.
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto más
grande?
“Mantener
mi
calificaciones en A’s y B’s”.
¿Si pudieras cambiar algo de
la universidad, qué harías?
“No me gusta manejar. Que
tuvieran más dormitorios y
[que fueran] más grandes”.
¿Qué te gusta de la
universidad? “Todos son
amigables, puedes hablar
con los maestros y pueden
entenderte”.
¿Qué les aconsejarías a los
estudiantes de nuevo ingreso?
“Que le echen muchas ganas
porque [la universidad] no es
fácil”.
¿Qué consejos les darías a los
estudiantes para estudiar en
un examen? “Que comiencen
una semana antes a estudiar, no
nada más una noche antes”.
Anécdota: “Mi primer día
de clases aquí [en UTB/TSC]
entré al salón equivocado. La
clase era de gobierno. Me senté
y me di cuenta que no era la
mía y me dio vergüenza porque
en medio de la clase me paré y
todos se me quedaron viendo.
[El profesor] pasó el [programa
de estudios] y fue cuando me di
cuenta que no era mi maestro y
como me senté enfrente, todos
me vieron”.
--Recopilado por Paola Ibarra
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Bianca Marroquín regresa a su Matamoros querido
Por Graciela L. Salazar
Editora de Español

Bianca Marroquín, la primera
mexicana en estelarizar una obra
en Broadway, se presentó con
gran éxito el 20 de octubre en el
Festival Internacional de Otoño en
Matamoros.
La actriz, cantante y bailarina
regresó a Matamoros para presentar
la puesta en escena “Sólo Pido” con
los momentos más importantes de su
vida. El espectáculo se realizó ante
un lleno total en el Parque Cultural
Olímpico de Matamoros, con 1,700
personas presentes.
En
el
escenario
estuvo
acompañada por cuatro bailarines y
siete músicos.
Marroquín, quien lució siempre
espectacular, conmovió al público al
interpretar la canción escrita por Rigo
Tovar “Mi Matamoros Querido”.
Interpretó temas de algunas de las
obras en las que ha participado como
“Chicago”, “The Play”, “La Bella y
La Bestia” y “Cabaret”.
“Sólo Pido” cuenta la historia de
la vida de Marroquín, desde cuando

era una niña que vivía en Matamoros
y estudiaba ballet, hasta su llegada a
Broadway.
Ella platicó cómo fue que
consiguió el papel que cambiaría su
vida, Roxie Hart.
“Mi mamá leyó en el periódico
que ‘Chicago’ venía [a México].
Ella había visto ‘Chicago’ en Nueva
York, y juraba que yo estaba perfecta
para el personaje de Roxie Hart”,
comentó Marroquín”. “Yo pensé
que estaba loca, el periódico decía
que para las protagonistas estaban

buscando mujeres entre 35 y 47 años
de edad y de preferencia famosas.
Yo tenía 25 y nunca había hecho
telenovelas”.
A pesar de eso decidió ir a las
audiciones que se realizarían en la
Cd. de México.
“¿Y qué creen? Mi mamá tenía
razón, me dieron el personaje”,
platicó emocionada.
Después de estar un tiempo en el
musical en México, Nueva York la
invitó a hacer el personaje principal
de Roxie Hart, siendo así la primera

mexicana en tener un rol principal
en Broadway.
Uno de los momentos más
emotivos de la noche fue cuando
Marroquín interpretó la canción que
da nombre a su espectáculo “Sólo
Pido”, dedicada a su madre, fallecida
en mayo de 2007.
Al término de la canción, el
público se levantó y le aplaudió con
mucho entusiasmo, mientras sus
ojos derramaban lágrimas.
“Cuando alguien se va duele
tanto que quisieras irte tú también”,

El cuarteto de saxofonistas de Saltillo, Coahuila, México, “Sax 4” se presentó en el Festival Internacional de Otoño el 16 de octubre en el
Parque Cultural Olímpico.

Tango & FIRE

mencionó de rodillas en el escenario.
“En mi cabeza mi madre me dice…
el show tiene que continuar”.
Después de estas palabras la
matamorense se levantó, se puso un
saco y sombrero blanco y continuó
con el espectáculo.
María Luisa Pacheco, profesora
del departamento de inglés, fue
maestra de Marroquín en Saint
Joseph Academy.
“El baile era su pasión desde
entonces”, aclaró Pacheco. “Me
encanto, muy profesional… muy
bien, estoy encantada, me da mucho
gusto”.
Brenda Gallegos, estudiante de
tercer año de comunicación, quedó
fascinada con el espectáculo.
“Es una excelente actriz, cantante,
en toda la palabra”, comentó
Gallegos. “Nos dejó impresionados
y la verdad sí motiva mucho a la
gente con su obra, especialmente
a la gente de aquí de Matamoros,
diciendo que si ella puede salir
adelante, cómo no vamos a poder
salir nosotros
adelante aunque
vengamos de aquí de Matamoros, de
un pueblo chiquito”.

Marroquín agradece los aplausos y el
apoyo de su público con una sonrisa y una
reverencia.

Sax 4
El cuarteto de saxofonistas
mexicano Sax 4 se presentó la
noche del 16 de octubre en el Parque
Cultural Olímpico de Matamoros
también como parte del Festival
Internacional de Otoño.
Sax 4 se formó en Saltillo,

Coahuila, México, y se integra por
Rogelio Raigosa, en el sax primero;
Ismael Hernández, en el sax
segundo; Roberto Raigosa, director
del cuarteto; y Daniel Raigosa, en el
sax barítono.
“Este cuarteto se logró formar
realmente para la tarea de sembrar la
semilla para las nuevas generaciones
en la ciudad de Saltillo”, dijo Daniel
Raigosa.
El cuarteto presentó durante una
hora 15 melodías, entre ellas “New
York, New York”, canción hecha
famosa por los norteamericanos
Frank Sinatra y Liza Minnelli. Otras
de las canciones de la noche fueron
“La Vikina”, “La Cumparsita”, “Que
Linda es Mi Tierra”, “Tequila”,
un popurrí en honor al músico y
compositor Glen Miller y un popurrí
de corridos mexicanos.
Irma Pacheco, especialista en
desarrollo estudiantil en UTB/TSC,
asistió al evento acompañada de su
abuela Josefina Meza de Rojas.
“Me gustó bastante, especialmente
[le gustó] a mi abuelita, porque
tocaron toda la música de su tiempo”,
comentó Pacheco.

La actriz,
cantante,
y bailarina
mexicana
Bianca
Marroquín
baila junto con
sus cuatro
bailarines la
noche del 20
de octubre
en el Festival
Internacional
de Otoño.
Marroquín
presentó su
espectáculo
“Sólo Pido”,
con los
momentos
más
importantes
de su vida
ante 1,700
personas en
el Parque
Cultural
Olímpico.
José L. Padilla/Fotos Collegian

La compañía Argentina
Tango & Fire se
presentó con gran éxito
el 17 de octubre en el
Teatro de la Reforma
de Matamoros como
parte del Festival
Internacional de Otoño.

José L. Padilla
Fotos Collegian
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Aughney named head baseball coach

Reprinted from the Collegian Online

By Hugo E. Rodriguez
Sports Editor

Bryan Aughney has stepped
up to the plate, becoming UTB/
TSC’s second baseball coach
since the Scorpions joined the
NAIA.
It is Aughney’s first head
coaching position. He previously
served as assistant baseball coach
under Joel Barta, who resigned in
August to accept a head coaching
position closer to his family in
Willmar, Minn.
“I’m excited to be here,”
Aughney said during a news
conference
Wednesday
announcing his promotion. “The
UTB/TSC family is a special
family I’m happy to be a part
of.”
The
Scorpions
joined
the National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics in 2006.
The 26-year-old Aughney
has great hopes for his team,
which was 24-32 overall (7-5 in
conference) for the 2008 season.

Diego Lerma/Collegian

Byran Aughney, the new head baseballl coach for UTB/TSC, answers questions during
a news conference announcing his promotion.

“For this season, and seasons
to come, I just want to grow
and become a stronger baseball
program, work to produce the
best and the highest quality

student athletes that we can and,
hopefully, that comes with some
W’s on the field,” he said. “I’m
excited to move forward and
get things rolling and we’ve got

a great group of guys, mature
group of guys that know the
expectations on and off the field,
and we’re excited and ready to
go.”
Aughney promises baseball
fans some excitement.
“The one thing that I can
promise is that we’re going to
go out, we’re going to compete,
and work hard every day,” he
said. “Our style of baseball is to
flat out compete and work hard.
We’re going to be getting dirty,
diving after baseballs and making
it exciting baseball to watch.”
Athletes lauded Aughney’s
promotion.
“We really wanted to play
under him,” said first base/
pitcher Evan Hardman. “He’s a
great coach, got a high baseball
IQ, knows what he’s doing, runs
a good ship. I think it just bodes
well for the program and for us
student athletes in the team.”
Middle infielder Walter Blume
echoed Hardman’s views.
“He really knows the players,
and it would be real hard for

somebody new to come in and
try to start right at the season. …
It’s really worked out well for us,
and I think we’re going to have
a great season with him as head
coach.”
Vince
Solis,
assistant
vice president for Student
Development, explained why the
university picked Aughney for
the post.
“After reviewing all the
applications and having our
finalists come visit us … and
looking at the strengths and
qualifications of each of the
coaches, we felt that Coach
Aughney, being the most familiar
with the program, having the
kind of following he has with
our students, would be the most
natural fit for the next coach that’s
going to take our program to the
next level,” Solis said. “We’re
confident that he’s going to be a
great coach.”
Aughney will be paid $42,000
annually.

Soccer teams
reigning in
conference

Flagging down the football

By Hugo E. Rodriguez
Sports Editor

Jose Luis Padilla/Collegian

The Outlaws’ Edgar Garcia receives a pass while under pressure from the Trojans’ Walter Blume during an intramural league flag football game. The Trojans won
20-12.

The Scorpion soccer teams remain in top
place in the Red River Athletic conference after
routing Texas College, with scores of 5-1 for the
men’s game and 5-0 for the women’s game.
Scoring in the men’s game were forward
Fernando Mendoza, with two goals; and forward
Enrique Rivera along with midfielders James
McCarron and Ricki Rodriguez with one apiece,
according to a news release from the Office of
Intercollegiate Athletics.
Mendoza, the top scorer in the RRAC, has
13 goals to his name and is ranked 33rd in the
nation in goals scored.
The men’s team stood 5-0 in conference (104 overall) as they headed to Waxahachie on
Friday to play Southwestern Assemblies of God
University.
In the women’s game, forward Rochelle Bryan
had two goals and forward Verena Wonsikowski,
defender Carling Rootes and midfielder/forward
Sami Thorman had one apiece.
The women’s team now stands at 4-1 in
conference (6-5-1 overall) and is tied for
first place with Northwood University and
Texas Wesleyan University as they headed to
Waxahachie on Friday to play Southwestern
Assemblies of God University.
Results for both Waxahachie games were not
available at press time.
Both teams travel to Hobbs, N.M. on Saturday
to face conference rival University of the
Southwest.
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Volleyball rising in conference
By Hugo E. Rodriguez
Sports Editor

Despite a dismal start this season that
included a 12-game losing streak, the UTB/
TSC Volleyball Team is bouncing back
where it counts and is now ranked fourth in
the Red River Athletic Conference with a 53 record.
Players and coaches attribute the
resurgence to hard work and a stronger
desire to win.
“We just work a lot harder,” said outside
hitter Jeanne O’Leary. “I think we have
more of a want out there, and we realize our
true potential and we’re actually using it and
doing the best we can.”
Her teammate, setter Chelsea Spadaro
says team focus is also a factor.
“We’re just working harder as a team,
kind of trying to figure out what’s going
on our side of the court versus what’s o n
the other side of the court, to try and just
work together. We’re doing better.”
Head Coach John Barnes drew lessons
from the team’s initial setbacks.
“Our pre-conference schedule was
pretty brutal,” Barnes said. “Pretty much
everybody we played was ranked or got
votes to be ranked, so it was a really tough
… schedule, which I think prepared us for
our conference.”

Diego Lerma/Collegian

Libero Anayeli Treviño executes a bump pass during practice Wednesday afternoon in the Manuel B. Garza Gym.
Treviño was named Red River Athletic Conference Libero of the Week for Oct. 13-19.

The Scorpions will play five matches this
week, first hosting Texas A&M UniversityKingsville at 7 p.m. Wednesday, and then
heading to San Antonio, Austin and Houston
on Friday, Saturday and Sunday to face
Trinity University, Our Lady of the Lake

University, Huston-Tillotson University
and Houston Baptist University. Three
matches stand out: the rematch against
Kingsville, conference play against HustonTillotson and a match against former RRAC
powerhouse Houston Baptist University.

O’Leary and Spadaro are both optimistic
about facing Texas A&M-Kingsville, which
defeated them on Sept. 30.
“They know how we play, and we know
how they play, I think it’ll be a tougher
match,” O’Leary said. “But we’re going to
win; we’re going to take it home.”
Spadaro said, “We’re going to have it all
together.”
Barnes expressed cautious optimism.
“I expect us to go out there and play hard,”
he said. “It’s going to be tough to play a
team of that caliber without an outside hitter
like Katie Japp in the lineup. We’re going
to go out there and we’re going to do what
we can, and we’re going to treat it like we
would any other match.”
Japp, who injured a finger in her left
hand during the Scorpions’ first match with
Huston-Tillotson on Oct. 14, will not play in
Wednesday’s game.
The Scorpions played Oct. 17 and 18
in the Red River Athletic Conference
Crossover Tournament, netting two wins,
against Bacone and Paul Quinn colleges,
and two losses, against Texas Wesleyan
and Southwestern Assemblies of God
universities.
Anayeli Treviño was named RRAC
Libero of the Week for her performance in
the tournament.

Haley breaks school record in Kerrville
After strong finishes
Oct. 13, the Scorpions finished
in three tournaments,
second out of nine teams. The
the Scorpion men’s and
Scorpions had similar strong
women’s
golf
teams
finishes in the University of Mary
Freshman Adam Haley broke a UTB/
head
to
Seguin
for
Texas
Hardin-Baylor Fall Invitational
TSC golf record during the Schreiner
Lutheran
University’s
held Oct. 6-7, placing fifth among
University Fall Classic.
John
Bohmann
Memorial
19 teams.
Haley ended with a score of 66 in the
Invitational
today.
Head Coach Bob Lucio
Oct. 20 competition, one stroke under last
At
the
Schreiner
attributes
the success to different
year’s record of 67 set by teammate Chris
University
tournament
in
factors.
Milligan.
Kerrville last week, each
“I’m going to say that we
Haley sees room for improvement,
team
placed
second.
The
recruited
real well last year, and
though.
men’s
team
finished
with
we’ve
got
a bunch of kids that
“It feels good, but I honestly just feel
Adam Haley
a
total
of
568,
just
two
right
now
just
want to play, and
it’s not low enough,” he said. “I think it’s
strokes
over
first
place
they
want
to
win,”
Lucio said.
going to be broken pretty soon again. So,
UT-Tyler.
The
women’s
team
ended
with
“We’ve
been
practicing
extremely
hard.
to keep that, I’m going to have to keep on
658,
lagging
behind
first
place
Angelo
…
And,
we
take
each
individual
athlete
playing well and, hopefully, go lower than
State University.
and try to work on the game, so I think a
what I had, but eventually it’s going to be
At
the
Trinity
University
Fall
Classic
on
combination of everything has made us a
broken again.”
better team this year.”
Haley agreed.
“The recruiting from last year to this
year has been stronger, a lot of hard work
that we put in,” he said. “Coach Lucio
Date		
Team		
Opponent		
Location
Time
really cares about how we play, and how
Today, Tuesday Golf (W/M)
John Bohmann Invitational Seguin
8 a.m.
we represent ourselves as a team, and
Wednesday
Volleyball
Texas A&M Univ. Kingsville Garza Gym
7 p.m.
ever since then, it’s been going well.”
Friday		
Soccer (M)
College of Santa Fe		
Hobbs, N.M.
3 p.m
Lucio said the teams have changed
Friday		
Volleyball
Trinity University		
San Antonio
6 p.m.
their
practice routine.
Saturday		
Volleyball
Our Lady of the Lake Univ. San Antonio
11a.m.
“One
of the things that we’ve done is,
Saturday		
Soccer (M)
Univ. of the Southwest*
Hobbs, N.M.
1 p.m
instead of playing a round of golf, we’re
Saturday		
Soccer (W)
Univ. of the Southwest*
Hobbs, N.M.
3 p.m
concentrating more on different parts
*Red River Athletic Conference Game
of the game for each individual golfer.

By Hugo E. Rodriguez
Sports Editor

This week in the Scorpion Nation

We’ll take their strength and weaknesses
and look at them and analyze them. And
my two assistant coaches now will help me
in a way that we haven’t been able to do
before.”
Senior April Martinez sees some areas
the team needs to improve.
“The biggest challenge would be mostly
short game, because our team is very good
off the box,” Martinez said.
Lucio aims to level the playing field with
regional powerhouses.
“We hope that we can keep everybody
doing well in school, being able to play in
the golf tournaments,” he said. “We think
that we’re good enough now to compete
with the schools that have dominated for
years, the Oklahoma universities. … My
dream would be that we’re able to compete
at the end of the year, and show that our
program is getting as good as anybody.”
Haley and Martinez have loftier goals.
“Hopefully, keep shooting under par, and
have an under-par scoring average,” Haley
said. “Make like top freshman, something
crazy.”
Martinez hopes the team goes to
nationals. As for personal goals, she said,
“It’s my final year so, hopefully, I’ll get to
do well, and break one of my own school
records again. … We have a good team this
year. We’ve all worked very hard, and I
think you all would be proud of us.”
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Forums explain SAP, Power of 2
By Isis Lopez
Collegian Editor
Today is the last day to
withdraw from a class, and UTB/
TSC administrators want you to
know the consequences of doing
so. They conducted three forums
last week to create awareness
not only on the Satisfactory
Academic Progress policy but
also on the university’s new
Quality Enhancement Plan: the
Power of Two.
The SAP policy requires
students, both per semester and
cumulatively, to earn a GPA of
2.0 and complete 70 percent
of courses attempted. The
QEP aims to improve written
communication in the general
education core by linking
Composition II and Biology II
and its lab course.
During the forums, students
were shown a video explaining
the QEP, which is the Power of
Two networking opportunity.
The video, which featured photos
of students holding biology
and composition textbooks,
described the Power of Two as
a “new learning concept.” The
video explained that students
would “write what you learn in
biology.”
Associate Vice President for
Academic Affairs Ethel Cantu
and Associate Vice President for
Marketing and Communication
Meloney Linder talked about the
Power of Two to 18 students who
attended the forum Tuesday.
Cantu said that biology and
English professors will work
together on the linked classes, as
will the students. She said there
would be special tutoring for
students in the program.
Linder said the Power of

Two allows students to have an
opportunity to help each other
study.
Cantu said that learning
communities is what is “behind
this kind of linkage.”
“What seems to make a
difference is that … there are
dedicated resources on campus
to help ensure their success,”
she said.
Linder said another benefit is
that students will not be required
to purchase a textbook because
it will be provided through
Blackboard.
Cantu said students will have
to read a book related to biology.
Students who register for PO2
courses have the advantage of
registering early for all of their
courses. She said if students
register for the program and
drop the linked courses before
classes begin, all of the other
courses will be dropped, too, and
students would have to wait until
normal registration. During the
semester, a student must keep all
the linked courses.
For more information on The
Power of Two, visit http://PO2.
utb.edu.
Student
Development
Coordinator Sergio Martinez
talked about SAP standards,
the
appeal
process
and
misconceptions
about
the
policy.
Martinez said most students
have a problem understanding the
completion rate. He explained the
different scenarios a student can
have to calculate the percentage
of courses completed.
Students who do not meet
SAP requirements are placed on
probation the first semester and
are limited to registering for 12
semester credit hours. If students

Matthew Lerma/Collegian

Meloney Linder (left), associate vice president for Marketing and Communication, and Ethel Cantu, associate vice president for
Academic Affairs, explain the Power of Two initiative, which aims to improve written communication in the general education core by
linking the Composition II and Biology II courses. The forum in Eidman Hall 1 on Tuesday was one of three conducted last week and
was sponsored by the Student Government Association.

earn a 2.0 GPA or higher and
complete 70 percent of courses
attempted a semester, but do
not meet the minimum GPA and
completion rate cumulatively,
they remain on probation. If
students earn a cumulative and
semester GPA of 2.0 or higher and
complete 70 percent of attempted
courses, their academic standard
will change to good standing.
Students are placed on
suspension if at the end of the
first probationary semester they
do not meet the requirements,
and cannot take courses for one
long semester.
Martinez said students often
confuse the term long semester.
He said a long semester
constitutes only fall and spring
sessions, not summer sessions.
After the suspension, students
can take only seven credit hours
if they decide to return and will
not be eligible for financial aid.
He said students placed on
suspension can appeal sitting
out a semester if they have
extenuating circumstances, and

• EC Emergency Contraception
works up to 5 days after sexual intercourse.
• HOPE Services (Contraception for up to 1
year without a table exam)

Present this coupon at any of our 4 health centers
and receive $15 off medical service received.

GARDASIL NOW AVAILABLE!

Call to schedule an appointment!

Insurance Welcome

Expiration Date: 12/31/08
COL-1

if the appeal is granted, they
will be limited to taking seven
credit hours. Martinez said he
was a member of the committee
that grants appeals and advised
students to include evidence. He
said the circumstances include
legal or medical reasons.
The appeal form can be found
online at http://blue.utb.edu/
vpaa/sap/.
Cantu said the Financial
Assistance Office has its own
appeal process.
During the forum Tuesday,
Martinez asked students if they
take a course and earn a D, and
then retake the course and they
earn an F, what letter grade
they would end up with. Some
students said the F, others said D,
but the majority of the audience
was not sure.
“At this institution, your last
attempted grade will count on
the transcript,” Martinez said.
“So, even if you retook that
class, you’re keeping that F.”
Freshman nursing major Linda
de la Fuente said the forum

helped her understand the SAP.
“I thought it was very helpful
because students need help in
realizing the requirements for
SAP,” De la Fuente said.
Esli Campos, a freshman
respiratory
therapy
major,
agrees.
“I found out new things that
I didn’t know about SAP, and
things like that,” Campos said.
“Like the ‘W’ withdrawing. I
didn’t know withdrawing could
actually count against you, and
also the appeal process. I didn’t
know about that one.”
Margaret Annen, a learning
instructional specialist, and
Melissa Saenz, a writing tutor,
spoke to students about the
Learning Enrichment Writing
Lab, located in Cardenas Hall
North 120. The lab is open from
8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through
Thursday and from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. Friday. The lab offers
assistance to students on writing
assignments, research papers
and offers a study area.
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Departments offer free printing

Nature and numbers

Diego Lerma/Collegian

Joe Romano, an associate professor in the Physics and Astronomy Department, holds a
golden ratio gauge during the Monday Night Physics lecture presented Oct. 20 in the SETB third-floor conference room. A total of 57 students attended the lecture, during which
Romano explained how some patterns in nature, such as the spiral pattern of seeds on a
sunflower head, are connected to a sequence of numbers in mathematics, called Fibonacci
numbers. He showed how the Fibonacci numbers are related to the golden ratio—a special
number equal to about 1.618--and how the golden ratio leads to the most efficient placement
of seeds on a seedhead or leaves around the stem of the plant. The patterns in plant growth
guarantee that the seeds and leaves have optimal exposure to sunlight and rainfall.

Special to The Collegian
The Student Success Center (SSC) is now
offering a way for students to earn free copies and
printed documents at Learning Enrichment (LE).
Services offered through LE include individual
tutoring in the math, reading, writing and language
labs and group tutoring through workshops and
Supplemental Instruction, or SI, sessions.
Students interested in participating can save
attendance slips from tutorial/SI sessions to turn in
at the LE front desk in Cardenas Hall North 122.
Five tutorial attendance slips can be exchanged
for one punch card worth 25 copies/printouts each
month.
LE asked senior education major Gilda Lire
about this new idea.
“I think that would be good because a lot of
courses require printing PowerPoint slides and
making copies,” Lire said.
SSC Director Beatriz Becerra was inspired
to do this after reading “Student poll: Extend
service hours” in The Collegian, which reported
that access to free copies was the second-highest
student concern. She explained that she, too, had
noticed a student need for free copies.
“During the times I’ve been [at Learning
Enrichment], students sometimes come in and ask
for copies while in a rush to their next class, but
since this is not a service we provide, we have had
to tell them ‘no,’” Becerra said.
These coupons, earned through tutorial

attendance, will provide LE with a venue to
address this student need without compromising
the focus and goals of the program.
Daniel Perez, assistant director for Student
Success-Learning Enrichment, is enthusiastic
about the idea.
“I think students who were already demonstrating
concern for academic success by visiting our area
should be rewarded in some way and if we can
do that by offering free copies, then I think it’s a
worthwhile investment,” Perez said.
The free copies are estimated to cost LE $700.
This estimate is based on attendance records for
Spring 2008 and does not include the cost of ink.
“Although I understand that this would incur
additional cost for our budget, this is a worthwhile
effort to help students succeed,” Becerra said.
In addition to providing free copies for regular
visits, Learning Enrichment is now in charge of
distributing the free scantrons that were formerly
distributed by Student Life in the Student Union.
Students can pick up the scantrons and test
preparation tips at the Reading Lab in Cardenas
Hall North 124, with a limit of two per person per
visit.
Learning Enrichment office hours are 8 a.m. to
7 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 8 a.m.-5
p.m. Friday. For more information about Learning
Enrichment, call 882-8208 or visit http://blue.utb.
edu/studentsuccess/learning_enrichment/le.html.

blue.utb.edu/collegian
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Cupid’s

corner

Rebekah S. Gomez/Collegian

Name: Marissa Loa
Age: 18
Classification: Freshman
Major: Management
Zodiac sign: Aries
What is your favorite food? “Italian.”
What do you look for in the opposite sex?
“Nice smile.”
What is your ideal guy? “Honest, doesn’t
hide anything.”
If you could be another person, who
would you be? “I wouldn’t be anyone else
but myself.”
What’s the first thing you think about
when you wake up? “It’s too early.”
Something that you always wear and
never take off: “Sunglasses.”
How long do you typically take to dress?
“Thirty minutes.”
What do you prefer: fast, difficult or
forbidden? “Forbidden.”
Where do you see yourself in 10 years?
“Austin.”
Do you like short or long hair? “Long.”
Do you prefer brains or beauty?
“Combined.”
Have you ever made someone cry? Why?
“No comment.”
If you could have any superpower, which
one would you want? “Invisible.”
What country would you like to visit?
“Spain.”
What animal would you like to be and
why? “Butterfly, they’re cute.”
Do you believe in love at first sight?
“Yes.”
What puts you in a good mood? “My
friends.”
What are you scared of? “Loneliness.”
Free Association Quiz:
Friendship: “Girls”
Glamour: “Fashion”
Music: “Songs”
Classes: “Hard”
Sports: “Hot”
--Compiled by Paola Ibarra

The Collegian

Center

Tollway

“In fact, there is a list … that the [Texas Higher Education]
Coordinating Board maintains, the Coordinating Board is the
agency in Austin, which is the regulatory agency, [which] requires
that when we do our strategic planning, that we submit to them
our thinking ahead,” he said.
Sophomore English major Arnold Tijerina believes the center
will benefit students.
“I think it’s a good idea as long as it doesn’t raise the cost for
students and only benefits them when it comes to a newer, better
building compared to Tandy,” Tijerina said. “I was shocked to
see all these big, huge buildings and then you have Tandy and it’s
jam-packed. … If you have a new one and have some more space,
at least some elbow room to stand in line.”
Freshman English major Luis Garcia agrees.
“I would like it as long as it doesn’t cost me not one penny out
of like the $2,000 already in tuition,” Garcia said. “But, I mean,
the money has got to come out of somewhere,” Garcia said.
Zavaleta said the building is “not a student fee building.”
“It will be paid for completely by State of Texas revenues,”
Zavaleta said in an e-mail interview with The Collegian on
Thursday.
“Sixty-three million dollars seems like a large number; it is a
large number any way you cut it,” he told The Collegian. “It’s by
far double the amount that we’ve ever requested.”
Zavaleta believes the center will be funded.
“I’m very optimistic,” he said. “You can’t go in there with
doubts; otherwise, you have failed before you even began.”
The university is also requesting $9.5 million in exceptional
items:
--$5 million to develop programs that would increase the
number of and retain health care professionals;
--$1.5 million to establish a center for coastal and environmental
studies;
--$1.5 million to develop a center for public policy,
communication and law;
--$1.5 million for a center for master teaching of mathematics
and science.

noted is a multicultural, multilingual group of people who are
getting together to discuss what can we do about what seems to be
a steamroller of the CCRMA telling us that we are going to get a
road and nobody in the neighborhood wants it.”
Camarillo said he does not want a toll road and supports
residents.
“I’ve met with the group that has been organizing a petition against
the toll road and … I don’t think this is what Brownsville needs in
this point and time,” he said. “This toll road takes you from Olmito
to the Brownsville/Matamoros Bridge and so it’s almost a toll road
to nowhere, and it doesn’t make sense to pour in the millions of
dollars … to get this project off the ground. Ultimately, at the end
of the day, the people from Cameron County and Brownsville will
be left to foot that bill and so I don’t think it’s a positive thing for
the community. So, I don’t support it and, hopefully, we can sit
down and talk about an alternative.”
Precinct 2 Cameron County Commissioner John Wood said the
West Loop railroad track is owned by Union Pacific, but says any
final decision that will be made regarding the West Loop railroad
right-of-way is “up in the air.”
“Acquisition of the actual railroad right-of-way from the [Union
Pacific] railroad, that hasn’t been finalized yet,” Wood told The
Collegian in a phone interview Thursday. “Obviously, roads like
this do have to have some federal approval. The biggest part really
is when the engineers continue on their process and go through
public hearings. What I’ve seen in the past is that if public hearings,
which I believe also will happen in this case, are majority opposed
to a toll road going through there, it will probably never get built.
But, you know, [if] there’s a final someone or some entity that says
we are going to do it, it’s really difficult to say that at this point in
time.”
A public workshop that will focus on transportation issues and
discuss alternatives for the toll road will be conducted at 6 p.m.
Dec. 4. in the Brownsville Events Center.

Continued from Page 3

Cemetery

Continued from Page 1

sponsored by the Brownsville
Heritage Complex.
This time, their dowsing
rods led them to the grave of
Daisy Starck, a 4-year-old girl
who died in 1879 and was the
first victim of a traffic accident
in Brownsville.
UTB/TSC
Emeritus
Professor of History Anthony
Knopp, who led the “Shades
of History” tour, said Daisy’s
is not the only child’s tomb
in the cemetery, which was
established in 1853.
Throughout the cemetery,
one sees the tombs of children
who died at a young age
because of the many diseases,
such as yellow fever, in the
late 1700s and late 1800s.
In some tombs, more than
one family member is buried.
The Gavito tomb is believed
to hold between 13 and 17
bodies, Knopp said.
“They opened it up and by
this time the older remains
have sunk down, and then they
put the new [remains] there,”

Continued from Page 3

he said.
Mexican General Jaime
Quiñes Wagner, who died
in 1984, also is buried in
the cemetery. Next to his name
on the gravestone is his wife’s,
who is still alive.
“In other words, it’s just an
anticipation of her death, so
she could be buried next to her
husband,” Knopp said.
Debbie Hernandez, an
employee at the Old City
Cemetery and the Heritage
Complex Museum, says many
abnormal things happen in the
cemetery at night.
“At night, if you pass by the
cemetery, you could see a little
kid with a bouncing ball,”
Hernandez said.
Armas, who formed a group
of 45 people interested in
ghost hunting, and Walker left
Tuesday’s tour to seek spirits
in the cemetery.
They use the dowsing rods
by holding them loose in
their hands, in order to not
manipulate their movement.
“Before you start asking
questions, you have to always
be sure that you can talk to

Matthew Lerma/Collegian

Professor Emeritus of History Anthony Knopp talks Thursday night about the lives
of those buried in the Old City Cemetery.

that person because you don’t
want to be making any wrong
choices when you are talking
to them,” Armas said about
the spirits. “It’s not like we
are doing anything satanic
or worshipping or anything
like that. Generally, it’s just
communicating with a different
world.”

Classified
EMPLOYMENT
LOOKING FOR DANCE TEACHERS
TO TEACH BALLET, JAZZ, TAP AND
HIP-HOP IN A NEW DANCE STUDIO
IN SAN BENITO, TEXAS.
CALL 956-545-4699.
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Thinking beyond a bachelor’s

By Leslie Olivares
Staff Writer
A new job is what most graduates hunt for after college, but
it is best to search for the career before you walk the graduation
line.
“The best time to look for a job is before graduation,” said Juan
Andres Rodriguez, program director for UTB/TSC’s Career
Services Department. “We want students to start looking for a
job at [the latest] their senior year—hopefully, prior to that, but
they should devote their senior year to looking for a job.”
If you’re wondering what you need to prepare for interviews,
Career Services offers résumé building and cover letter writing
assistance to help students develop strong portfolios and give
them an edge when vying with other candidates for a position.
The majority of students don’t have a résumé because most
believe they don’t have enough experience, so Career Services
gives them an outline, and most of the time they find that they do
have experience, whether it’s in the workforce or in community
service, said Sandra Hernandez, Student Employment Initiative
specialist/coordinator.
Hernandez said the department also determines what kind
of job the student is interested in and if they are looking for a
position in or out of state, or even overseas.
Students looking for a career, whether local, out of state
or out of the country, can register with the Scorpion Career
Connection, an online job bank, at http://blue.utb.edu/career/
career_connections.htm.
For more information about job searching, call Career
Services at 882-5627.

Matthew Lerma/Collegian

Graduate student Crystal Olivo speaks with Lawrence B. Harkless, founding dean of the College of Podiatric Medicine at Western University of
Health Sciences, during the Graduate Schools Fair, held Thursday in the Student Union’s Gran Salon. More than 500 people attended and 38
schools participated in the event sponsored by UTB/TSC’s Career Services Department.
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Following are among the
incidents reported by Campus
Police between Sept.25 and Oct.
10
At 7:30 a.m. Sept. 25, an
individual reported losing his
Gateway power cord for his
laptop computer in Cardenas Hall
North. The loss was estimated at
$50.
At 8:30 a.m. the same day, an
officer responded to a strong odor
of natural gas near 18th Street
and Ridgely Road and discovered
a gas pipeline split in half. Texas
Gas Services was called to fix the
leak.
At 12:17 p.m. the same day,
a student refused to stop using
his cell phone in the Arnulfo
L. Oliveira Memorial Library
after being asked to do so by a
professor. The student replied that
the professor was not his teacher
and could not tell him what to
do. A Campus Police officer
informed the student that the use
of cell phones is not permitted in
the library.
At 12:44 p.m. the same day
a student reported finding two
USB drives in the Education and
Business Complex.
At 3:07 p.m. the same day, a
staff member turned in a set of
keys she found on a stairwell
in the Life and Health Sciences
Building.
At 5:01 p.m. the same day,
a student found two USB flash
drives in SET-B.
At 5:43 p.m. the same day, a
wallet was found in the Arnulfo
L. Oliveira Memorial Library.
At 6:57 p.m. the same day, five
pairs of sunglasses were found in
the Student Union’s La Sala.
At 7:36 p.m. the same day,
a Campus Police Officer was
dispatched to the Auto Body Shop
at the International Technology,
Education and Commerce Center,
where a student reported that an
unknown chemical entered his
right eye, even though he was
wearing safety glasses and a
mask. He was taken to the Valley
Day and Night Clinic by his
brother for evaluation.
At 1:25 p.m. Sept. 26, a
backpack was found in the
first-floor women’s restroom in
Cardenas Hall South.
At 2:10 p.m. the same day, a
student reported that someone
broke into his 2000 Pontiac
Sunfire and stole his CD/DVD
player and his elementary
statistics book while the car
was parked in the International
Technology, Education and
Commerce Center lot. The loss
was estimated at $550.
At 4:50 p.m. the same day,

a student reported
leaving her USB flash
drive in the Arnulfo L.
Memorial Library.
At 8:45 a.m. Sept.
29, a student turned
in Sony earphones, a
blue bag and a black
bag with a power cord
inside.
At 5 p.m. the same day, a
student turned in a Dell power
adapter she found in Cortez Hall
after having it in her custody for
a couple of weeks.
At 6:30 p.m. the same day,
a student reported losing her
bebe purse in the Education and
Business Complex. The purse
contained $6, the keys to her car
and her Texas driver’s license.
At 10 p.m. the same day, a staff
member reported that someone
adhered a set of stickers to the
leather couch on the first-floor
lobby of the Student Union.
At 10:50 a.m. Sept. 30, a Pontiac
Sorrento was left unattended with
the engine running. A Campus
Police officer unlocked the
vehicle and retrieved the keys,
leaving a note on the windshield
for the owner to pick up the
keys.
At noon Sept. 30, an individual
turned in a set of rings found in
the Life and Health Sciences
Building.
At 12:06 p.m. the same
day, Campus Police met with
a Physical Plant employee
regarding a missing key.
At 1:47 p.m. the same day, a
staff member of the Info Desk in
Cardenas Hall South reported a
couple fighting. Campus Police
checked the area but was unable
to find the couple.
At 3:01 p.m. the same day, a key
from The Village at Fort Brown
was found outside Cavalry Hall.
At 7:10 p.m. the same day, two
campus visitors reported that a
faculty member yelled at them in
a disrespectful tone for parking
without a permit in faculty
parking Lot J.
At 8:52 p.m. the same day, a
student reported losing her purse
in the Life and Health Sciences
Building.
At 9:24 a.m. Oct. 1, a Physical
Plant employee using a weed
cutter accidentally launched an
unknown object that shattered
the small window of the right
rear passenger door of a 2008
Nissan Altima. The damage was
estimated at $150.
At 1:36 p.m. the same day,
a student reported that his
Chevrolet Silverado sustained
scratches and cracked paint on
the left passenger door while it

was parked in the lot on
the corner of 21st Street
and Ridgely Road. The
damage was estimated
at $1,000. No suspects
were found.
At 4 p.m. the same
day, a cow-shaped
key chain with a silver
key and flashlight was
found in Cardenas Hall North.
At 4:15 p.m. the same day, two
car keys were found on the first
floor of the Arnulfo L. Oliveira
Memorial Library.
At 6:52 p.m. the same day, a
student reported losing her black
cell phone in Cardenas Hall
North. The loss was estimated at
$200.
At 10:27 p.m. the same day,
a blue duffel bag was turned in
to Campus Police containing an
article of men’s clothing and a
letter.
At 11:09 a.m. Oct. 2, a faculty
member reported that his 2006
Mazda MX5 sustained a dent
while it was parked in Lot Y. The
damage was estimated at $250.
At 2:25 p.m. the same day, a
resident of the Village at Fort
Brown reported that her roommate
was making her life difficult. The
student also reported that she had
complained to the housing staff,
but felt like nothing was being
done.
At 3:20 p.m. the same day, a
student reported losing his TMobile BlackBerry cell phone.
The loss was estimated at $159.
At 4:01 p.m. the same day,
two USB flash drives were found
attached to computers in SET-B.
At 4:26 p.m. the same day, three
keys were found in the Education
and Business Complex.
At 10:22 a.m. Oct. 3, a staff
member turned in a black USB
flash drive found in the Education
and Business Complex.
At 12:29 p.m. the same day, a
student reported that a Hispanic
male in his mid-40s was trying
to look down her shirt while she
was sitting outside the Barnes
& Noble Bookstore. Another
student also reported that the
man was looking down her shirt
as well. Campus Police were not
able to locate the man.
At 4:05 p.m. the same day, a
faculty member found a credit
card in the Arnulfo L. Oliveira
Memorial Library.
At 11:07 a.m. Oct. 4, two
Campus Police officers noticed
damage to an Education and
Business Complex crosswalk
control device.
At 3:01 p.m. the same day, a
USB flash drive was found in the
Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial
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Library and turned in to Campus
Police.
At 5:09 p.m. Oct. 5, a Campus
Police Officer was dispatched to
the Campus Recreation Fitness
Center after an alarm sounded.
A staff member said the left
emergency exit door was open but
nothing appeared to be missing.
At 9:11 a.m. Oct. 6, a Campus
Police officer was dispatched to
Physical Plant after a university
vehicle sustained damage. A
staff member checked out the
vehicle, but said the vehicle was
not damaged while it was in his
custody.
At 3:30 p.m. the same day,
a student observed as a man
attempted to break in to her
vehicle. After the suspect spotted
the student, he got into a Ford
vehicle and fled the area.
At 9 p.m. the same day, a
student turned in a USB drive he
found in Rusteberg Hall.
At 2:09 a.m. Oct. 7, an Aztek
employee turned in a voice
recorder left in Tandy Hall.
At 2:16 a.m. the same day, an
Aztek employee turned in a black
leather purse found in Cortez
Hall.
At 9:52 a.m. the same day,
a student reported losing his
Mexican passport and student
visa.
At 10:14 a.m. the same day,
a Coach purse was found in the
Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial
Library with a Louis Vuitton
wallet inside.
At 1:30 p.m. the same day,
a student found a set of keys in
Cardenas Hall South.
At 4:30 p.m. the same day, a
Campus Police officer on patrol
found a set of car keys in SET-B.
At 4:30 p.m. the same day, a
staff member turned in a UTB/
TSC Primus key found in Lot
AB.
At 5:41 p.m. the same day, a
student turned in a cell phone that
was found in The Village at Fort
Brown parking lot.
At 10:47 a.m. the same day,
a ring was found in the secondfloor women’s restroom of
the Education and Business
Complex.
At 5:08 a.m. Oct. 8, an Aztek
employee found a HewlettPackard bag with a calculator
inside in SET-B.
At 1 p.m. the same day, a
student reported losing his wallet
in Cardenas Hall North.
At 3:30 p.m. the same day, a
staff member found a cell phone
on the sidewalk outside SET-B
Lab 1.536.
At 5:46 p.m. the same day, an
American Customer Care staff

member reported her 1999 Gray
Ford Mustang was missing after
she parked in the International
Technology, Education and
Commerce Center lot.
At 9:32 p.m. the same day,
a Campus Police officer was
dispatched to The Village at Fort
Brown in regard to a suspicious
person asking if he could stay
in someone’s dorm. The man
was not a student at the time and
claimed to be looking for a friend
named “Juan,” but he didn’t
know what room he was in or his
full name. The man was issued a
criminal trespass warning.
At 9:30 a.m. Oct. 9, a set of
keys belonging to a Ford vehicle
were found in the first-floor
women’s restroom in Cardenas
Hall North.
At 12:30 p.m. the same day, a
construction worker noticed two
dents on the hood of his 2003
Dodge Durango while it was
parked in Lot AB. The damage
was estimated at $100.
At 3:35 p.m. the same day, a
wireless receiver and computer
mouse were reported missing
from the Education and Business
Complex. The loss was estimated
at $60.
At 4:40 p.m. the same day, a
student reported that her Sony
Vaio laptop computer was
stolen after she left it for a few
minutes on a table by the vending
machines in the Biology wing
of the Life and Health Sciences
Building. The loss was estimated
at $1,300.
At 9:49 p.m. the same day, a
professor found a satchel on the
Cardenas Hall South Lawn.
At 11:50 a.m. Oct.10, a staff
member found a USB drive
in the Education and Business
Complex.
At 12:07 p.m. the same day,
a staff member reported that
his 2006 Dodge Charger was
damaged while it was parked
in Lot PP. The damage was
estimated at $1,000.
At 3:30 p.m. the same day, a
student turned in two USB drives
found in the Life and Health
Sciences Building.
At 4:55 p.m. the same day, a
student reported that someone
stole a UTB/TSC financial aid
check that was mailed to her.
A copy of the check showed
an unknown person signed and
cashed the check. The loss was
estimated at $495.70.
At 7:04 p.m. the same day, an
Aztek employee found a set of
keys in the women’s restroom of
the Jacob Brown Auditorium.
--Compiled
by
Cynthia
Hernandez
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Scholarships
The Amelia Earhart Fellowship
Program is available to women
of any nationality, registered in a
full-time doctoral program in an
area of science or closely related
to aerospace engineering. Other
criteria apply. The deadline
to apply is Nov. 15. For more
information and an application,
visit www.zonta.org.
The FBI Common Knowledge
Scholarship awards $250 to
students who take the online
quizzes. The top 25 percent advance
to the championship round. The
quiz dates are Nov. 1 through 16.
The deadline to apply is Nov. 16.
For more information, visit www.
cksf.org.
The Elie Wiesel Prize in Ethics
Scholarship is available to
registered undergraduates and
full-time juniors and seniors at an
accredited four-year college or
university. An analytical essay of
3,000 to 4,000 words regarding a
biographical, historical, literary,
philosophical, sociological or
theological issue is required. The
deadline to apply is Dec. 19. For
information and an application, visit

www.eliewieselfoundation.org.
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Word on the walk

The Praxedis Orive Jr. Memorial
Scholarship is available to students
who are U.S. citizens or resident
aliens, must be enrolled full time
or part time, be at a sophomore
level (31-60 hours) or junior level
(61-90 hours) and be enrolled
in the Technology Development
and Training program. For more
information and an application, call
Nancy Acuña at 882-6791 or visit
SET-B 2.342.
The Gloria and Joseph Mattera
National Scholarship Fund for
Migrant Children is available to
students who have a recent history
of movement for agricultural
employment, scholarship potential,
ﬁnancial need and who are enrolled
at an accredited public or private
college. There is no deadline and
students may reapply annually but
are limited to one award per 12month period. For more information
and an application, visit http://www.
migrant.net/migrant/sch-mattera.
htm.
--Compiled by Paola Ibarra
REBEKAH S. GOMEZ/CSOLLEGIAN

Freshman physical
therapy major Alfredo
Cedillo writes on the
Paseo to announce
the movie “Mask,”
which was part of
UTB/TSC’s observance
of Accessibility
Awareness Week.
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Discounts up to
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I’M THERE

With discounts for good drivers, multiple vehicles and
combining home and auto policies, a great auto rate is closer
than you think. Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL MY OFFICE FOr A quOtE 24/7.
Spencer Gaille, Agent
1140 Paredes Line road
Brownsville, tX 78521
Bus: 956-541-4848
spencer.gaille.b3ag@statefarm.com
P080082 05/08

*Discounts may vary from state to state.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
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... these topics and more!
Watch

“THE COLLEGIAN NEWS” Webcast
Every Monday
http://blue.utb.edu/collegian/
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